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Introduction  
 
On June 19th, 1999, the Ministers in charge of higher Education of 29 European countries 
signed in Bologna a declaration, known henceforth as „The Bologna Declaration”, in order to 
start a process of establishing a European Higher Education Area within the first decade of 
the century. The aim of this process is to strengthen the European dimension in higher 
education by promoting the mobility of students, teachers, researchers and administrative 
staff of universities, and the cooperation in quality assurance. The declaration foresees 
adopting a system of easily readable and comparable degrees, adopting a system essentially 
based on two main cycles of study, undergraduate and graduate, establishing a system of 
credits, and developing comparable criteria and methodologies in the higher education, 
particularly with regard to curricula development, inter-institution cooperation, mobility 
schemes and integrated programs of study, training and research. 
 
From its very beginning in 1953 the European Federation of Chemical Engineering has set 
itself the objective to be a platform for communication and a source of advice and support for 
the European institutions seeking contacts with their counterparts in the field of chemical 
engineering teaching and research. It is therefore natural that EFCE welcomes and supports 
the ideas expressed in the Bologna Declaration. 
 
In the same time EFCE is vitally interested in maintaining the high standards of European 
chemical engineering education. For these reasons the Executive Board of EFCE decided on 
September 20th, 2003, to publish a Federation statement on the Bologna Process. This 
statement is presented below. 
 
May I use this opportunity to express thanks to the members of the EFCE Working Party on 
Education for their efforts to prepare the text of the statement. 
 
Ryszard Pohorecki 
EFCE Scientific Vice-President 
 



 
 

This press release is also available at the EFCE website:  http://www.efce.info 
 

2/2

 
The European Federation of Chemical Engineering (EFCE) welcomes the Bologna Process, 
which has been started by the European ministers in charge of higher education when 
signing their Joint Declaration at Bologna in June 1999. 
 

� EFCE supports the idea of establishing a European Higher Education Area based on 
the objectives and elements of the Bologna Process in order to achieve a greater 
accordance in European degrees in Chemical Engineering, and to foster mobility of 
European Chemical Engineering students and employees. 

� EFCE is willing to co-operate with all parties involved in the Bologna Process, 
universities, scientific societies, professional organizations, governments, European 
Commission, etc., to promote implementation of the principles of the Bologna (1999) 
and Prague (2001) Declarations. 

� When doing so EFCE will take into account the merits and benefits of existing 
engineering education as well as of the role of Chemical Engineering in the 
participating countries. 

� EFCE believes that a reasonable degree of diversity in the training of Chemical 
Engineers is desirable. Programmes leading to a degree may have different 
orientations, various profiles, and various orientations in order to accommodate a 
diversity of individual, academic and labour market needs. 

� EFCE made a recommendation for a core curriculum for Chemical Engineering studies 
(published by the EFCE Working Party on Education in 1994/2000; 
http://www.efce.info/education/pages/corecurricula.pdf). The EFCE Working Party on 
Education will update this recommendation to take into account recent developments 
in study organization (Bologna Process), in curriculum accreditation guidelines, and in 
science and engineering. 
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